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WATER QUALITY TESTING FOR WELLS 

Coliform Bacteria 
What are coliform bacteria?  

 

Coliform bacteria are found in soil, surface water, on plants, and in the intestines of warm-blooded 

animals and people. One type of coliform bacteria called Escherichia coli (E. coli) is a sign that fecal 

waste is in the water. Some types of E. coli in drinking water can make you sick. 
 

How often should I test my well water for bacteria?  

 

You should test your well every year for bacteria. In addition, test for bacteria if: 
 

• You notice a sudden change in your water’s taste, appearance, or odor. 

• The water turns cloudy after rainfall, or the top of the well was flooded. 

• You suspect a contamination source (sewage system, barnyard, etc.) is within 50 feet of the well. 

• Family members are experiencing unexplained flu-like symptoms. 

• Your water supply system has been serviced or you have made changes to the system. 
 

 

How do I test my well water for bacteria? 

 

1. Obtain sample bottles from a Certified Drinking Water Laboratory.  

2. When you are ready to sample, remove the aerator from the faucet, if possible. (If the aerator is 

difficult to remove, just leave it on). Dip the tip of the faucet into a small container of bleach for 

30 seconds. Leave the bleach on the faucet for 5 minutes to kill any bacteria present. 

3. After disinfection, turn on the cold-water full stream and let it run for 15-20 minutes. While the 

water is running, remove the lid from the sample bottle. Do not touch the interior of the bottle or 

lid. Also, leave any pill or powder in the bottle! Turn the faucet down to a small stream and collect 

the sample. Fill the bottle up to the neck of the bottle (but don’t overflow!) and replace the lid. 

4. Put the aerator back on the faucet. 

5. Return the sample to Certified Drinking Water Laboratory.  It is best to collect the sample just 

before delivery to the lab. Samples should be refrigerated or chilled while stored or transported. 

6. If you receive a notice that your sample is positive for bacteria, consider disinfecting your well. 
 

Certified Drinking Water Labs in Livingston County:  

 

     
 

For more info, contact the LCHD Area Environmental Health Specialist assigned to your township. 

Brighton Analytical 

2105 Pless Drive 

Brighton, MI  48116 

(810) 229-7575 

 

Water Tech 

718 S. Michigan Ave 

Howell, MI  48843 

(517) 548-2505 

 

Find other Certified 

Labs in Michigan 

http://www.lchd.org/
https://milivcounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/Well-Septic-Contacts.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/remediation-and-redevelopment/laboratory/certifications
http://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/remediation-and-redevelopment/laboratory/certifications

