
Common Ticks in Michigan
American Dog Tick – Diseases associated
with the American dog tick are rare in
Michigan but may include Rocky Mountain
spotted fever and tularemia. 
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Blacklegged (Deer) Tick – These ticks can
transmit Lyme disease, Michigan's most
common tick-borne disease. Other rare
diseases include: anaplasmosis, babesiosis,
deer-tick virus, and ehrlichiosis. 
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Lone Star Tick – Can spread ehrlichiosis,
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, tularemia,
STARI, and alpha-gal syndrome, among
other diseases.

3.

Did you know? Livingston County is designated
as a county with known risk for Lyme disease.
This means blacklegged (deer) ticks with Lyme
bacteria (Borrelia burgdorferi) have been found
and/or at least two human exposures occurred.
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Got a tick? Submit a pic!
We can identify ticks! 
If you find an attached tick 
and want it identified, 
submit a photo using our 
Tick Identification Form.

Tick Bite Prevention
Use repellant that contains 20 to 30 percent
or more DEET, picaridin, or IR3535
according to label directions. Do not use
repellants on kids under six months of age.
Wear clothing that has been treated with
permethrin.
Take a shower as soon as you can after
coming indoors.
Look for ticks on your body, paying attention
to skin, scalp, neck, under arms, and ears.
Put clothes in dryer on high heat for 60
minutes to kill any remaining ticks.
Clear high grass, brush, and leaf litter
around your home.
Keep playground equipment away from yard
edges and trees.

How to Remove a Tick
Ticks can attach to any part of the body, but
they prefer creases and areas with hair.
Attached ticks should be removed immediately
before bacteria can move from the tick into the
person.
 

Use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp the tick as
close to the skin as possible.
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Pull the tick straight up and out. Don’t twist
or jerk the tick. 
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After removing the tick, wash your hands
and the bite area with soap and running
water.
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Apply antibacterial cream to the site of the
bite. You may get a small bump or redness
that goes away in one to two days, like a
mosquito bite. This is not a sign of Lyme
disease.
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Tick-borne Diseases

To learn more, visit www.LCHD.org. 
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