WHAT LAWMAKERS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

MIARITUANA

LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA IN COLORADO

IN 2009, MARIJUANA BECAME DE FACTO LEGALIZED THROUGH THE COMMERCIALIZATION OF THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA
INDUSTRY. IN NOVEMBER OF 2012, COLORADO VOTERS PASSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 64, WHICH ALSO LEGALIZED
MARIJUANA FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES FOR ANYONE OVER THE AGE OF 21. THE AMENDMENT ALLOWED FOR LICENSED
MARIJUANA RETAIL STORES, CULTIVATION OPERATIONS AND EDIBLE MANUFACTURERS.

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED SINCE:

IMPAIRED DRIVING

* IMPAIRED DRIVING RELATED TO MARIJUANA IS
INCREASING - 77% OF TOTAL DUID'S INVOLVE
MARIJUANA (COLORADO STATE PATROL)

YOUTH MARIJUANA USE

* IN JUST ONE YEAR WHEN COLORADO LEGALIZED
MARIJUANA (2013), PAST MONTH MARIJUANA USE
AMONG THOSE AGES 12 TO 17 YEARS INCREASED 6.6%

e PAST MONTH MARIJUANA USE RATE NATIONALLY FOR
YOUTH 12-17 IS 7.15 PERCENT, IN COLORADO IT IS 11.16
PERCENT (SAMHSA.GOV)

» DRUG- RELATED SUSPENSIONS/EXPULSIONS HAVE

INCREASED BY 34%
(COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION)

ADULT MARIJUANA USE

« IN 2013, COLORADO WAS RANKED 2ND IN THE NATION
FOR CURRENT MARIJUANA USE AMONG COLLEGE- AGE
ADULTS 18- 25 YEARS (53.62 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THE
NATIONAL AVERAGE)

* IN JUST ONE YEAR WHEN COLORADO LEGALIZED
MARIJUANA (2013), PAST MONTH MARIJUANA USE
AMONG COLLEGE- AGE ADULTS 18-25 YEARS
INCREASED 8.4 PERCENT

« IN 2013, COLORADO WAS RANKED 5TH IN THE NATION
FOR CURRENT MARIJUANA USE AMONG ADULTS 26 +
YEARS (8)5.87 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL
AVERAGE,

* IN JUST ONE YEAR WHEN COLORADO LEGALIZED
MARIJUANA (2013), PAST MONTH MARIJUANA USE

AMONG ADULTS 26+ YEARS INCREASED 32.8 PERCENT
(SAMHSA.GOV)

For more information on these issues please contact the

Michigan Prevention Association Advocacy Committee Chairperson,

April Demers at 1-734-637-6485 or aprildemers@gmail.com.
www.michiganpreventionassociation.org
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Student drug related suspensions
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THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED SINCE:

ER AND HOSPITAL MARIJUANA- RELATED ADMISSIONS

* DOUBLED IN 2014 AFTER LEGALIZATION
(COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT)

MARIJUANA- RELATED EXPOSURE

* MARIJUANA —RELATED CALLS TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN
POISON AND DRUG CENTER INCREASED 70% FROM 2013 TO
2014. (COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT)

» THERE WAS A 400% INCREASE IN THC INFUSED EDIBLE
EXPOSURES REPORTED FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN POISON

AND DRUG CENTER FROM 2013 TO 2014.
(THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN POISON AND DRUG CENTER)

DIVERSION OF COLORADO MARIJUANA

* PRIOR TO THE COMMERCIALIZATION OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA
IN 2009, THERE WAS A YEARLY AVERAGE OF 52
INTERDICTION SEIZURES BETWEEN 2005-2008. IN 2014
THERE WERE 360 INTERDICTION SEIZURES OF COLORADO
MARIJUANA DESTINED FOR OTHER STATES —
A 592% INCREASE!

» A 2014 SURVEY OF APPROXIMATELY 100 INTERDICTION
EXPERTS ESTIMATED THEY SEIZE ONLY 10 PERCENT OR LESS

OF WHAT GETS THROUGH UNDETECTED.
(EL PASO INTELLIGENCE CENTER)

DIVERSION BY PARCEL MAIL

* IN JUST ONE YEAR, FROM 2013 TO 2014, WHEN RETAIL
MARIJUANA BUSINESSES BEGAN OPERATING, THERE WAS A
55 PERCENT INCREASE IN COLORADO MARIJUANA SEIZED IN
THE MAIL. (UNITED STATES POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICES)

THC EXTRACTION LABS (CONCENTRATES)
* IN ONE YEAR, FROM 2013 TO 2014 WHEN RETAIL MARIJUANA
BUSINESSES BEGAN OPERATING, THERE WAS A 167% INCREASE

IN EXPLOSIONS INVOLVING THC EXTRACTION LABS.
(ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIDTA)

UNLAWFUL PUBLIC DISPLAY/CONSUMPTION OF

MARIJUANA

* IN ONE YEAR, FROM 2013 TO 2014 WHEN RETAIL MARIJUANA
BUSINESSES BEGAN OPERATING, THERE WAS A 318% INCREASE

IN ARRESTS/CITATIONS IN DENVER COLORADO.
(DENVER POLICE DEPARTMENT)

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IS AS STRONG AS EVER

 COLORADO'S CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IN GALLONS PER
CALENDAR YEAR HAS INCREASED 4% FROM 2013 TO 2014,
DISPELLING THE MYTH THAT USERS WILL SWITCH FROM

ALCOHOL TO MARIJUANA.
(COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE)
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THE POTENCY OF MARIJUANA

THC, the psychoactive ingredient
in marijuana has increased from
an average of 1% (1970) up to 30%
(2013) (Join Together)

10X THE POTENCY!

Edibles such as cookies and
chocolates made from THC
concentrates are typically ten times

more potent than traditional joints
(Poison Control Center)

POISON

POISONED!

400% increase in THC infused

edible exposures (Rocky Mountain
Poison and Drug Center)

ARREST & CITATIONS

318% increase in unlawful public

display & consumption of marijuana
(Denver Police Dept.)

HELP KEEP MICHIGAN SAFE FROM THE DANGER OF MARIJUANA.

MICHIGAN PREVENTION ASSOCIATION
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