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Livingston County Family Court Plan

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Laying the foundation

This local administrative order hereby rescinds all previous Family Court Plans. This updated
Family Court Plan is intended to increase efficiency and consistency in the processing of family

court and ancillary cases in the Livingston County Courts.
B. Goals of the Family Court Plan

The overall goals of the original plan have been met. We have elevated domestic and other
family matters to a priority status giving families the judicial time and attention they deserve.
All judges, Circuit, Probate and District, are cross assigned to handle any matters not
prohibited by law. The utilization of attorney referees, magistrates, and the probate register
provide additional judicial resources. Bi-weekly judicial meetings promote communication and

collaboration among judges and court administrators.



Il. THE FAMILY COURT PLAN

A. General

The Chief Judge of the 44™ Circuit Court and 53™ District Court has supervisory authority over
the administration of the Circuit and District Courts pursuant to appointment by the Michigan
Supreme Court. The Chief Judge of the Probate Court has supervisory authority over the
administration of the Probate Court pursuant to appointment by the Michigan Supreme Court.
Pursuant to MCL 600.1011, this Family Court Plan will be reviewed and revised periodically, as

necessary, by the Chief Circuit Judge and the Chief Probate Judge.

B. Judicial Resources and Service

Appointment of judges to serve in the Family Division, made by the Chief Circuit Judge, is stated
in the attached Appendix A. For purposes of this plan, the following abbreviations will serve to
identify the judicial resources:

DJ1: district judge courtroom 1

DJ2: district judge courtroom 2

PJ3: probate judge courtroom 3

Cl4: circuit judge courtroom 4

CJ5: circuit judge courtroom 5

CJB: circuit judge Brighton courtroom

FOC: friend of the court

The DJ1 and DJ2 are not assigned to serve in the Family Division.

The PJ3 will serve in the Family Division and is assigned the following Family Division cases:
100% of the neglect and abuse docket, 100% of the adoption cases, 28% of the domestic
relations cases involving children and the related personal protection orders (PPO) related to

the domestic cases; and 50% of the FOC contempt proceedings. If a neglect and abuse case has



a domestic relations case involving the same parties and the same children, the PJ3 shall also
handle the domestic relations case. If a neglect and abuse case has a circuit criminal case
involving the same parties and/or the same children, the PJ3 shall also handle the circuit

criminal case.

The CJ4 will serve in the Family Division and is assigned the following Family Division cases:

33% of the name change cases and 100% of parental waiver cases.

The CJ5 will serve in the Family Division and is assigned the following Family Division cases:
17% of all domestic relations cases involving children and the related personal protection
orders (PPO) related to the domestic cases; 100% of the divorce cases without children and the
related personal protection orders (PPO) related to those cases; 50% of the FOC contempt

proceedings, and 33% of the name change cases.

The CJB will serve in the Family Division and is assigned the following Family Division cases: 55%
of all domestic relations cases involving children and the related personal protection orders
(PPO) related to the domestic cases; 100% of the juvenile delinquency cases and related
juvenile personal protection orders (PPO) involving the same parties; 100% of emancipations;

and 34% of the name change cases.

Specific assignment of cases not part of the Family Division, including civil and criminal cases,

shall be made in a case assignment Local Administrative Order.

Attorney referees will be utilized to assist the judges assigned to the Family Division. In
addition, services for Alternative Dispute Resolution are provided to assist parties in resolving
their issues. Services include mediation and facilitative information gathering conferences
designed to reduce conflict between parties at the onset of divorce proceedings. Both
programs emphasize the goal of parties working together to resolve their issues amicably and in

the best interests of their family.



C. Administration

1. Structure of the Family Court

The Judicial Center facility houses all courtrooms except one circuit courtroom which is
currently located in Brighton, MI. The Judicial Center also houses the juvenile division referee
hearing room. The FOC office and the domestic relations referee hearing rooms are located in

the nearby Law Center.

1. Budgetary Matters
The courts have worked with county government to unify many areas of the budget to cover

the expenses and revenue from the circuit, probate, and district courts.

2. Facilities
The Livingston County Board of Commissioners completed the present court facilities in the
summer of 2000. The Law Center was remodeled in 2002. Maintenance of these facilities is

regularly performed.

D. Records Management

1. Filing of Documents
All filings are made and all records are kept at the Judicial Center. Family Court documents are
filed at the county clerk’s office, circuit division, or the juvenile court office both located at the
Judicial Center. The county clerk’s circuit division is the central access point to provide the
public and the bar association with information regarding access to the courts and court-
related activities. The court instituted an electronic records and document management system
for all domestic filings in January 2016 to provide for greater efficiencies between the courts,

attorneys, and the public.

2. Court Information
The county clerk’s office, circuit division, is located at the entrance of the Judicial Center and
continues to be a central access point for the public and attorneys regarding access to the

courts and related activities.



Regarding the management of the juvenile division files, the chief judge and the county clerk
have determined that the staff of the juvenile division shall continue to file, store, and manage
the juvenile division files while they remain in an open status. After the files are closed, they
shall be microfilmed, boxed, and labeled as to any destruction dates by court staff and then
given to the county clerk for storage. The chief judge has determined, pursuant to MCL
600.571, that considering the emergency nature of the proceedings in the juvenile division and
the special need for the juvenile division probation officers to have immediate access to files,

those files shall remain in the care and custody of the juvenile division staff until closure.

E. Conclusion
We respectfully request the approval of this updated Family Court Plan. This updated Family
Court Plan supersedes all prior plans that were approved for the operation of the Family

Division.

Respectfully submitted,
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on. Michael P. Hatty Date:

Chief Judge, 44" Circuit and 53" District Courts

Hoh. Miriam A. Cavanaugh

Chief Judge, 47" Probate Court Date: a la /m\



APPENDIX A

The Chief Judge of the 44" Circuit Court has appointed the probate judge and the three circuit
judges to serve in the Family Division. The probate judge assigned to the Family Division is the
Hon. Miriam A. Cavanaugh. The circuit judges assigned to the Family Division are:

Hon. Michael P. Hatty, Hon. L. Suzanne Geddis, and Hon. Matthew J. McGivney.

Effective: February 10, 2022



